PARK HILL PREPARATORY
SCHOOL & NURSERY
8 Queens Road Kingston upon Thames Surrey KT2 7SH
020 8546 5496 secretary@parkhillschool.com www.parkhillschool.com

4th January 2021

Dear Parents,
Spring Term 2021 - Update

Whilst these are somewhat trying times, I do hope that you are all safe and well and
have managed to enjoy time with your family and loved ones.
As you will be aware, following the government announcement made on 1st
January, schools across Kingston will be providing online/remote learning for
Reception to Year 6 children. At present, the government will review the potential
return of children for 18th January.
This currently does not apply to children in our Nursery classes (First and Second
Steps) to whom we will be open as normal on Wednesday 6th January. We will also
be open for key worker families and vulnerable children. Children of frontline NHS,
emergency services staff, vulnerable children and children of key workers will be
able to return to school and will be supervised whilst accessing their remote
learning.
All children will be enjoying their full and normal timetable delivered through
zoom and Showbie (Y1-Y6) and zoom and Tapestry for Reception.
Nursery
Our Nursery classes will enjoy their school day with Nursery colleagues in school as
normal. This includes lunch, all additional specialist lessons and the extended day
through to 6pm as normal. The same robust protocols for hygiene in line with the
guidance remain in place.
Key Worker Families
In order for us to arrange the necessary logistics for our key worker families,
including lunch, I would ask that the following form is completed by 10pm this
evening. Please refer to this guidance – Key Worker Information
Google Form – Key Worker Park Hill
Remote Learning
Even though we enjoy a national reputation for our effective use of technology and
were in the top 3% of schools nationally who previously provided a full school day
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through live lessons, we have further enhanced and refined the quality of online
teaching and learning, feedback and communication following our experience last
academic year.
Please take note of the following information –
1. Learning packs (including exercise book, pencil cases, headphones etc) to be
collected from school from 8am – 6pm Tuesday 5th January. This includes
the collection of iPad devices where required as well as for our Reception
class children.
2. Key Worker children will be provided with their resources when they start
school on Wednesday.
3. We would ask that all children arrive promptly by 8.25am given that lessons
must start precisely at 8.30am.
4. Collection times will be as normal for Nursery children. Collection for
children of key workers will be at 3.30pm, or through to 6pm as per our
normal arrangements for after school care. The after-school care form
should be completed as normal for this provision.
Pupil Expectations
1. All children are expected to wear school uniform and be seated ready for
registration at the start of each day. School PE kit should be worn for Games
lessons.
2. Zoom cameras should be turned on during lessons. Children should not have
any mobile phone device in their possession during lessons.
Our approach, as a school, is to facilitate and enable your children to
access their learning with absolute minimal disruption to your
working day.
3. Teaching and learning resources prepared by my colleagues are designed to
enable children to resolve any queries either directly with the respective
teacher through Zoom as well as through the provision of video tutorials and
voice notes on Showbie or Tapestry.
4. The same standards of behaviour, application and approach are expected
online as they are in school.
Access to Learning
1. Children will enjoy their full and normal timetable and curriculum provision.
2. All lessons will be live and delivered by colleagues through zoom.
3. Registration at 8.30am will be with the class teacher who will outline the
day ahead including the timetable for the day and any potential amendments
that need to be communicated.
4. To ensure consistency on Showbie, each year group has set up their folders
in an identical fashion. This is to minimise any potential confusion and to
make navigation coherent and efficient.
5. Reception Parents will be contacted to arrange a zoom session with Miss
Blevin so that they are fully briefed on how Tapestry will be used for their
children.
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6. Please, as a family, regardless of your previous experience and expertise
with Showbie watch this short video tutorial to understand the layout and
function Using Showbie – A guide for parents
Communication
1. Within these Showbie folders, the full timetable of the day and week are
published.
2. Zoom details for each lesson and for each respective teacher is also
published on the daily and weekly timetable.
3. In the event of any technical issue or similar challenges, to minimse any
anxiety and potential confusion parents and children should contact their
teacher directly through the daily timetable folder on Showbie.
We are acutely aware that a clear and direct method of communication to
the teacher will remove stress and the need to resort to WhatsApp groups
for clarification which in turn impacts on your working day. Should there
be an issue with Showbie please email the teacher directly.
4. In addition to this clear line of direct communication, class teachers will also
invite you to join them for a Friday afternoon debrief session at 3.30pm to
ensure that we are doing all that we can to provide the highest level of
teaching and learning to our children. These sessions are then immediately
followed by a whole staff meeting where your feedback and suggestions are
immediately reviewed.
5. Whilst I will be personally welcoming our Nursery children and key worker
families each day, I am available (when not teaching) each day should you
wish to speak with me directly.
Use of iPad Devices
1. Each device is managed through a Mobile Device Management (MDM)
system. Updates to applications and the installation of applications are
managed here at school.
2. It may be that during the next eight school days, a new application or update
will be sent to your child’s device. The children recognise the alert that may
appear and should know to accept the request. The request will include the
name of the MDM as Miradore.
3. Should the application not install correctly, please contact the teacher
directly through Showbie or Tapestry.
4. We would ask that children take care of their device and follow the attached
acceptable use policy.
5. At present, due to demand, we have very limited access to replacement iPad
devices and the ability to repair any potential damage. Please remind your
children that they must treat their device with care.
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Staff Illness Contingency
Should a member of staff be unable to deliver their lessons due to illness or medical
need we have prepared a contingency should it be required. Any alteration to the
day will be communicated through Showbie or Tapestry with as much advance
notice given as possible.
We have every confidence that pupils will work productively and purposefully
within a remote learning context and will continue to make excellent progress. That
said, there is the need for flexibility on all sides in these challenging and
unprecedented times and we accept that, if pupils or members of their family are
unwell it may not be appropriate for them or parents to be prioritising school work.
Pupils and parents should not be anxious about either completing or submitting
tasks to teachers, but please do keep in touch to inform us of any
concerns/challenges.
10+ & 11+ Entrance Assessments
We are doing all we can at this challenging time to understand how the various
secondary schools are altering their plans for admissions tests in the coming weeks.
It seems that increasing numbers are relying on school reports previously sent and
any online tests already completed. I understand that KGS, for example, are holding
online/remote assessments and that this has been communicated to those to whom
it is relevant. Whilst we are contacting these schools ourselves, do please let us
know once you have been contacted by your potential schools so that we can
continue to support these children in advance of their tests.
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Self-Isolation
Pupils who are currently self-isolating should continue completing work. However,
please note that if your child is unwell or tests positive and are unable to attend
lessons then do inform us.
As you will be aware the government is now advocating more stringent and
widespread measures to contain the Coronavirus. The key messages within this
guidance are that:
• if you live with others and you or one of them have symptoms of
coronavirus, then all household members must stay at home and not leave
the house for 10 days. The 10-day period starts from the day when the first
person in the house became ill.
• if you live alone and you have symptoms of coronavirus illness (COVID-19),
however mild, stay at home and go to get a test.
Pupils who have a fever or a continuous cough are being sent home and asked to
get tested. We understand that this is likely to present significant difficulties for
families, but we are nevertheless required to follow government guidance. We
would kindly ask that parents do collect their children and self-isolate when asked
to do so. The guidance applies to everyone and the school/nursery is not able to
make exceptions where self-isolation presents particular logistical difficulties for
families.
Staffing Update
In addition to preparing for the start of this term, we have been busy recruiting
additional members of staff to join our team.
I am delighted to formally welcome Miss Saffron Blevin who joined us as both our
Nursery Manager and who will also be teaching our Reception Class during Mrs
Gibbons maternity absence. I am utterly delighted that someone of her experience
and ability has joined Park Hill. In addition to being a highly qualified teacher she
was previously the pedagogical excellence lead. I am sure you join me in welcoming
her, as many of you have already done so, to Park Hill. We are also looking forward
to welcoming three more full time nursery teachers and assistants for whom we are
just awaiting their DBS clearance.
We have very reluctantly had to bid farewell to two colleagues over the festive
period. In both cases it is to care for their elderly parents.
Miss Adamidou has sadly had to relocate to care for her mother whose illness
necessitated Ana to move to Bedfordshire to care for her. Her contribution to the
sporting and swimming success of Park Hill cannot be understated. She will remain
in touch with us all and, without tempting fate, is determined to enjoy sports day
and the usual array of athletics events in the summer term. Whilst we recruit for
her permanent replacement, we have the pleasure of welcoming back our old
friends from Premier Sports who will assume Ana’s timetable and also to further
expand (when restrictions permit) our after-school sporting provision.
These last few months in particular have placed greater emphasis on the
importance of family. Family and the care of loved ones must take priority and, as a
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school, we will never lose sight of the role we all play in the care of children,
families and one another.
It was with a very heavy heart that Michelle Gambi had to take the decision to move
to Oxford to take of her father who has been struggling with sudden ill health for
much of her time here at Park Hill. Her ability to juggle both commitments over the
last four months has been frankly extraordinary whilst always being so positive and
cheerful. Whilst she too will not be stranger and is very keen to return for future
events I will very much miss her having valued both her tremendous work ethic
and unfailingly positive demeanour.
As testament to her professionalism, she has worked throughout the festive period
in supporting our new School Secretary Miss Nicola Cooke whom I am delighted has
joined our school. Nicola previously worked as the Leadership Assistant to the
Leader and Deputy Leader of Surrey County Council and worked as a coordinator
and Facilities administrator for VSO. In addition to living locally she is also a
qualified swimming teacher and former GB international swimmer. I am delighted
that Nicola has joined us and shares Michelle’s sunny disposition!
Finally…
I hope that you all managed to have some family time over Christmas and that you
all keep safe as we move into 2021. With the vaccines now rolling out we have
some hope that we might be coming to the end of this challenging time.
This are very unpredictable and challenging times. Our children can only benefit
from a calm and caring approach, one that I hope we enjoy a reputation for here at
Park Hill. I am aware that there is an additional layer of anxiety and temporary
uncertainty that I would like to think will, in due course, be behind us. This
sentiment was, to me, captured perfectly in a card I received back in July –
“You held our children at the heart of everything you did and they have been
exceptionally well supported, nurtured and safe at a time of such turmoil and
change.
Your team pulled together and, with a common goal you kept the school together
even when we were apart.”
This sense of keeping the children at the heart of all we do is undiminished, but I
would like to add that this also extends to you as parents. We will get through this,
the storm clouds will pass. So please let us know if we can help you as much as we
are determined to help your children overcome these next few weeks.
Over the last nine months, I have seen and personally experienced the powerful
community spirit and support that exists across our school community and I have
been utterly impressed by the dedication and professionalism of staff. I know that
we will continue to benefit from this and be able to support each other as we
navigate these turbulent waters.
We will be in communication with you as and when the government releases
further guidance. It is a very fast-moving situation and we will do all we can to
respond to announcements as efficiently as possible.
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In the meantime, I continue to be grateful for your support of our school
community and wish you all the very best.
Kind regards,
Alistair
Yours faithfully,

Alistair Bond
Headmaster
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