PARK HILL PREPARATORY
SCHOOL & NURSERY

Park Hill pupils are confident, curious
and their happiness is contagious

Mr Bond is always
available for
parents, teachers
and children.

Did you know?
Mr Bond has been a headmaster at
schools all around the world including
Libya, Abu Dhabi and Dubai.

Parent

Welcome to Park Hill School
“My daughter has been at Park Hill since
the age of three. She and her group of
friends are well behaved, confident and
impressive individuals.”
I recently heard a parent saying these words to
a visitor to the School and it made my day!
They epitomise exactly what Park Hill is all about;
the warmest of welcomes; anticipation of the day
ahead; laughter bursting out of classrooms at the
latest phrase learnt in Latin or French; teachers,
pausing to say hello and show parents the
extraordinary progress their children are making.
I know just how happy our children and parents
are here at Park Hill, you feel it in the air every time
you come into the School.
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Our children enjoy opportunities that few
other prep schools provide:
•

exceptional teaching

•

an absolute desire to give every child the
very best

•

us giving your child the confidence and
self-esteem to thrive and flourish.

But what you are reading here are merely
words. Come and see us for yourself where
I would be delighted to show you in person
just what an exceptional School we are.

Alistair Bond
Headmaster

parkhillschool.com
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A small school
with a big heart.
Parent

Did you know?
Park Hill opened in 1949
and accepted boarding
school students.

School
community
& culture
Everyone at Park Hill Prep School and Nursery
strives to embrace and celebrate individuality
in a nurturing and safe environment, allowing
each child in our care to grow and achieve.
Our values are summarised in five words:
Tradition
We expect everyone to be polite, respectful and
considerate and take pride in everything they do.
Resilience
We foster a positive mind-set in a safe and secure
environment, by exploring, challenging and
thinking critically in all areas of the curriculum.
Inclusive
We embrace and celebrate all cultures, religions,
talents and abilities without exception.
Inspiring
We provide a dynamic and practical learning
environment, sparking curiosity through
inspirational, yet considered teaching.
Compassion
We provide a close, nurturing and family-oriented
approach in everything we do.
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Everyone is
lovely and we
are more like
a family.
Pupil

The Early Years
through to Reception
Children who join us at the age of two
are taught in our modern, purpose-built
First Steps classroom, with easy access
to its own outdoor area.
Every term, the Home Corner is transformed into
a new location – maybe Santa’s workshop, an airport,
or a greengrocer’s shop! The lessons are well planned
and each child receives individual attention through
the excellent staff to pupil ratio.
From the age of three they move to Second Steps,
housed in well-resourced, large roomy classrooms,
with its own outdoor learning area.
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Here, the focus is more on phonics and numbers
through imaginative storytelling. The children begin
the very popular Woodland School Programme using
nearby Richmond Park as a base for outdoor learning.
They have weekly music and performing arts lessons
and take part in the whole school assembly at
St Paul’s Church.
The children are taught by specialist French, Sport,
Music and Performing Arts teachers and can also take
part in ballet lessons. Throughout the year the children
all have a part in a variety of School productions, which
encourages self-confidence from an early age.

parkhillschool.com
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Teachers
always listen
to me, they
look me in
the eye and
help me.
Pupil

Pre-Prep
– developing
each individual
Years 1 and 2 children are taught in small teaching
groups. Their class teacher delivers a broad curriculum
in a wide variety of subjects alongside Maths, English
and Science.
Specialist staff teach French, Music, Performing
Arts, Art & Design Technology, Computing and
Physical Education. The children enjoy games lessons
at the outstanding Kingston Grammar School (KGS)
sporting facilities at Ditton Field, as well as weekly
swimming lessons.
Staff to pupil ratios are excellent, enabling children of
all abilities to make exceptional progress. We encourage
and develop critical thinking skills and the children have
regular access to Apple iPads as a medium for exploring,
investigating and creativity. Everyone enjoys outdoor
learning within our Woodland School Programme
in our own gardens and nearby Richmond Park.

After School Clubs include
archery, fencing, football, cookery
and ballet and the children can
learn a musical instrument with
qualified musicians.

Did you know?
The school opened with
just ten children in 1949.

48
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We have
smaller classes
and we don’t
fall out because
we’re friends and
we’re tolerant.
Pupil

Park Hill Prep
– allowing each
child to grow
and achieve
We expect Prep School pupils to be good role
models for the rest of the School and we love
to see them become more and more independent
as they move up the School.
Our challenging curriculum extends children
entering the Prep School in Years 3 to 6 well
beyond the National Curriculum.
We believe that English and Maths are very
important and we expect our pupils to be engaged
with their own learning in Maths using graphs,
tables, multiple problem questions and investigations.
In English, we explore narrative writing, poetry,
non-fiction and learning to write in different styles.
Science lessons, which are half practical, include
Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Pupils have an hour
of French and Latin each week where they learn to
develop conversation through role play and a love
of language.
Everyone enjoys sport at the excellent KGS facilities
and we play matches against other local schools
as well as competing in national competitions.
The children continue their swimming lessons
with a focus on life saving and water skills.
Our children are well prepared for the 11+ exam
to enable them to move on to the independent
and state schools of their choice.
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The children have
their own voice.
Teacher

The Arts – music, art and drama

Sports

Music

We believe that physical activity is essential in
building a healthy mind and body and we want
to help everyone develop their own sporting talents.
We provide coaching in a wide variety of sports,
including hockey, football and of course, our
weekly swimming lessons.

Pupils learn to appreciate a wide range of music
from different traditions, cultures and composers.
They will build up an understanding of the history
of music, along with improvising and composing
their own pieces.
Individual and group lessons work alongside music
lessons including drumming, guitar, flute, ukulele,
vocals and piano.
Art and Design Technology (DT)
In Art and DT, we follow a cross-curricular approach
by linking to Science, Humanities, English, and
Maths topics.
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Art uses a variety of media including paint, pencil
and ink, looking at a wide variety of artists, architects
and designers to develop ideas and improve techniques.
In DT, children create more advanced pieces of art
or technology using wood, plastic and card, linking
to topics covered in other subjects such as electricity,
machines, structures and geographical features.
Performing Arts
We encourage our children to be confident
and articulate orators and performers. They make
presentations in class to their peers or on the
stage. Everyone takes part in the lessons to
compliment their self esteem and encourage
a ‘can do anything’ attitude.

We nurture each child whatever their level of ability
– we want children to have a life long love of being
physically active.
The Ditton Field site of Kingston Grammar School
provides superb pitches and facilities for hockey,
football, cross country and cricket, to name but a few.
There is also a well-equipped recreation centre to
bring out the best in every child. In addition to enjoying
success with our football, hockey, cricket and athletics
teams, we have enjoyed success with our triathlon
and rowing teams.

Did you know?
Park Hill got its name because
it is situated half way between
Richmond Park and Kingston Hill.
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Clubs, trips and
outside activities
At the end of lessons, the children have supervised
playtime after which, they can choose from a wide range
of activities including fun with construction toys; chess;
art; Lego building; eco club and gardening.

With central London just a short train trip away, we
can explore the unique and fascinating places of the
capital…The Houses of Parliament, British, National
Army, Natural History and Science Museums.

Trips and activities

We also enjoy residential trips, starting with an
overnight camp in the School grounds in Year 2
through to overseas trips and micro-adventures
such as bike-packing and bivvy expeditions where
the children have planned their entire journey and
cook for themselves on our camping stoves!

We value the learning that can only be achieved
through a balance of trips and visits. We love to be
outside, whether it is navigating around the south
coast or our regular Forest School exploration
of Richmond Park.

We have great social
events like family BBQs,
which are supposed
to end at 6pm but
finish at midnight!
Parent

Did you know?
Our chef Leon trained in Michelin-starred
restaurants and was a private chef for
Hollywood celebrities .
parkhillschool.com
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A huge amount
of work went into
becoming Apple
Distinguished and
realising it is an
amazing achievement.
Parent

Apple
Distinguished
School
We are delighted to be recognised by Apple as
“a distinguished school for continuous innovation
in learning, teaching, and the school environment”.
The Headmaster, teachers and the extended
community at Park Hill have a clear vision for
how our technology-rich environment supports
learning goals. We have established elements for
continuous innovation that include culture, team,
capacity, community, finance and measurement.
Supporting our School’s vision is an ongoing
process that requires thoughtful planning, practice
and improvement along the way. We use iPad
and Mac products to inspire student creativity,
collaboration and critical thinking and we cultivate
environments in which students are excited
and curious about learning.
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One of the most
innovative schools
in the world.
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Did you know?
The School site was originally
purchased for £4,500 in 1948

The future
We work with you to shortlist the best schools
for your child. Because we know the schools and
completely know every child in our School, we
can advise the ‘pro’s and con’s’ of each.
As a starting point, here are a few questions you
might consider asking yourself before making your
final decision of which school to send your child to:
•

Does its environment suit your child’s personality?

•

What qualifications does it offer?

•

How will it prepare my child for university
or the workplace?

•

What is its ethos and culture?

•

What does your inner feeling tell you?

•

How much does it cost per year?

•

Will any of your child’s friends be going there?

We can help
you choose the
school which is
right for your child.
We work with
them all and it
matters to us.
Headmaster

Bearing all the factors in mind, we’ll help you
all the way, as your child’s continued happiness
and ability to thrive is very close to our hearts.
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This prospectus shows you a small glimpse
of just how special Park Hill School is. We
recommend you come and see us in person
to meet the children and talk to the teachers to
see us for yourself. We hold regular open days
or you can call the Headmaster to arrange
a personal visit to fit around you.

We look forward to meeting you.

Park Hill School
8 Queen’s Road
Kingston upon Thames
Surrey KT2 7SH
Telephone: 020 9546 5496
Email: hello@parkhillschool.com
parkhillschool.com
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